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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the 
previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. 
Applicant's submission filed on 30 May 2007 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

The Applicant amended claims 1-10 and 18-23. Claims 1 1-17 were canceled. 
All pending claims 10 and 18-23 were examined in this non-final office action. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, filed 30 May 2007, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-10 and 18-23 under 35 USC 102 have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in 
view of Brody under 35 USC 103. Response to arguments are treated below. 

NOTE: Claims 21-23 have an expressly claimed selection feature for each 
anonymity option wherein the respective anonymity data for name, credit card, 
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and delivery address are separately communicated to the respective information 
brokers. The combination of claim elements in claim 21 have merit and may 
distinguish claim 21 from the prior art cited and prior art searched to date. The 
Examiner is suggesting the Applicant consider a telephone interview for further 
discussion. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-10, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Brody (Paper #5, US 2001/0029485). 

Brody teaches a method for enabling a user to transact an anonymous online 
purchase and payment (please see at least abstract; paragraph 0002 through 
paragraph 0010). Brody teaches a system for enabling a user to transact an 
anonymous online transaction featuring remote computers connected to an 
anonymous transaction server via the Internet communicating with online 
merchants (please see at least abstract; page 1, 0002 through page 2, 0010). 
Brody teaches an anonymous transaction server that generates customer 
profiles containing true customer profile data and anonymous customer profile 
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data. Brody teaches an information broker- the system existing as a branch of 
any affiliated bank to facilitate transaction processing (see 0028), and further 
discloses the consumer establishing an agent relationship with the systems of 
the Brody invention (see 0090). Brody further teaches: 

• displaying an anonymous shopper interface concurrently with a 

transaction interface, the transaction interface associated with a merchant 
and including an order form for an on-line transaction, 
module written and installed on the merchants web server interoperates 
with the merchant's e-commerce application (i.e. transaction interface) to 
facilitate the use of an anonymous card (see 0048, para lines 1-4); when a 
consumer opts to make a transaction with the merchant the consumer can 
select, via a graphical user interface, to make an anonymous credit 
payment (i.e. anonymous shopper interface) (see 0048, para lines 4-7); 
upon selecting, a new window opens with the URL to the anonymous 
transaction server (ATS), the new window opens is the ATS login screen 
which requires the consumer to login, verify the charge amount, select a 
payment method, and approve the transaction (i.e. anonymous shopper 
interface) (see 0048, para lines 7-14). Although Brody discloses does not 
mention displaying the anonymous shopper interface concurrently W\\h a 
transaction interface, Brody further discloses the anonymous shopper 
interface may be implemented through the use of an applet or pop-up 
payment panel incorporated into web pages to make them interactive. It 
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would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time the 
invention was made that an applet or pop-up window is displayed 
concurrently with an active web page overlaying the active window. 
the anonymous shopper interface associated with at least one information 
broker and providing a user with a plurality of anonymity options for the user 
to anonymously initiate the on-line transaction; the ATS serves an the at least 
one information broker (i.e. entity other than the merchant); regarding use of 
the anonymous shopping interface, the consumer can in advance of making a 
purchase transaction with the merchant, pre-register with the information 
broker (i.e. ATS) (see 0045), or the merchant can offer the anonymous 
shopper interface as a service to the consumer (see 0046). Regardless, the 
ATS provides the consumer with anonymity options (see immediately below). 
• communicating to the information broker a selection of at least one of the 
anonymity options by the user the ATS provides anonymity options to the 
consumer; because pseudo-random attributes are transmitted to the 
merchant, the transaction between the consumer and merchant will be 
anonymous. Pseudo-random attributes include the card number, name, 
billing zip code, expiration date, and purchase amount, each of which can 
be used singularly or in combination to authenticate a transaction according 
to consumer preferences, which are captured when the consumer 
establishes the agent relationship with system of the present invention (see 
Fig. 2; 0009; 0037). 
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• receiving from the information broker, anonymous data generated by the 
information broker the generated anonymous data based on the selected 
anonymity option and linked to a profile associated with the user; and 
merchant receives information broker (ATS) generated data that keeps the 
consumer's true data a secret from the merchant; the ATS pseudo- 
random numbers are generated based on the consumer's profile (see at 
least 0009; 0050); 

anonymous address associated with a delivery service, including a 
code associated with user's delivery address teaches consumer data (i.e. 
a profile) stored by the ATS comprising name, credit card number, 
expiration date, billing zip code, address, social security number, and 
telephone number to establish the consumer's identity within the ATS, 
converting consumer data into pseudo-random numbers, and further 
teaches the ATS providing the anonymous data to the merchant after the 
merchant requests the consumer's credit card number, name and shipping 
address (see at least 0041 and 0045). 

• populating without user interaction, at least one field of the order form with 
the received anonymous data, wherein the user anonymously initiates the 
on-line transaction with the merchant using the populated order form. 
after a consumer selects goods or services to purchase from the network, 
the consumer can obtain an anonymous credit card, and proceed 
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through the steps indicated by blocks 65, 70, 75, 80, and 85 of FIG. 3, or 
the process may be streamlined such that the ATS automatically receives 
the transaction information directly from the merchant (see 0050); 
Additionally, a cookie located on the consumer computer is used to update 
or provide the merchant with requisite ATS information, such as the ATS's 
URL, for transaction processing, such that the entire transaction between 
the merchant and ATS is facilitated through communications which are 
virtually invisible to the consumer (see 0047). 

• wherein the generated anonymous data includes a single use transaction 
number that is associated with the user's credit card account 

a card can be configured so that each card number can only be used for 
J ^ one transaction, thus creating in essence a single use credit card. Thus, 

even if the anonymous card attributes were intercepted by a third party 
during a transaction, the third party would be unable to use the 
anonymous card, due to the card being active for only one use (see 0039). 
Alternatively, a card could also be configured so that only a specific 
number of transactions per month, week or day would be allowed (see 
0039). 

• wherein the generated anonymous data includes an alias name that 
substitutes for the user's legal name. 



Application/Control Number: 09/821 ,040 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3625 

Pseudo-random attributes include the consumer's name (see at least 
abstract; 0009; 0037). Please note: pseudo-random attribute serves the 
same function as an alias for the consumer's true identity. 

2.fTciaim 18 is rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brody 
(Paper #5, patent application publication 2001/0029485), in view of Official 
Notice (regarding old and well-known, prior art submitted as evidence in 
Paper #20060417). 

: Brody teaches all the above as noted under the 103(a) rejection and teaches 
pop-up panels serving as a transaction interface and suggests the pop-up panel 
being concurrently displayed with the graphical user interface, but does not 
disclose displaying the anonymous transaction interface whenever the browser is 
,. displayed. The Examiner takes the position that it is old and well-known in the 
arts to display panels such as toolbars concurrently and persistently in web 
browsers or other types of graphical user interfaces to provide application 
, selection convenience for the user. Therefore it would have been obvious to one 
, of ordinary skill in the art at time of the invention to modify the system and 
method of Brody to implement toolbars for application selection as taught by 
Official Notice, in order to provide a user convenience. 
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3. Claims 21-23 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brody (Paper #5, US 2001/0029485). 

Brody teaches a method for enabling a user to transact an anonymous online 
purchase and payment (please see at least abstract; paragraph 0002 through 
^./•^'.'paragraph 0010): Brody teaches a system for enabling a user to transact an 
anonymous online transaction featuring remote computers connected to an 
anonymous transaction server via the Internet communicating with online 
merchants (please see at least abstract; page 1, 0002 through page 2, 0010). 
<> Brody teaches an anonymous transaction server that generates customer 

profiles containing true customer profile data and anonymous customer profile 
data. Brody teaches an information broker- the system existing as a branch of 
any affiliated bank to facilitate transaction processing (see 0028), and further 
discloses the consumer establishing an agent relationship with the systems of 
' the Brody invention (see 0090). Brody further teaches: 

• displaying an anonymous shopper interface concurrently with a 

transaction interface, the transaction interface associated with a merchant 
and including an order form for an on-line transaction, 
module written and installed on the merchant's web server interoperates 
with the merchant's e-commerce application (i.e. transaction interface) to 
facilitate the use of an anonymous card (see 0048, para lines 1-4); when a 
consumer opts to make a transaction with the merchant the consumer can 
select, via a graphical user interface, to make an anonymous credit 
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payment (i.e. anonymous shopper interface) (see 0048, para lines 4-7); 
upon selecting, a new window opens with the URL to the anonymous 

transaction server (ATS), the new window opens is the ATS login screen 
which requires the consumer to login, verify the charge amount, select a 
payment methdd, and approve the transaction (i.e. anonymous shopper 
interface) (see 0048, para lines 7-14). Although Brody discloses does not 
mention displaying the anonymous shopper interface concurrently with a 
transaction interface, Brody further discloses the anonymous shopper 
interface may be implemented through the use of an applet or pop-up 
payment panel incorporated into web pages to make them interactive. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time the 
invention was made that an applet or pop-up window is displayed 

> v , ; . concurrently with an active web page overlaying the active window. 

the anonymous shopper interface associated with at least one information 
broker and providing a user with a plurality of anonymity options for the 
user to anonymously initiate the on-line transaction; the ATS serves an the 

fV - 1 at least one information broker (i.e. entity other than the merchant); 

, ; regarding use of the anonymous shopping interface, the consumer can in 
advance of making a purchase transaction with the merchant, pre-register 
with the information broker (i.e. ATS) (see 0045), or the merchant can 

lW ;; , offer the anonymous shopper interface as a service to the consumer (see 
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0046). Regardless, the ATS provides the consumer with anonymity 
options (see immediately below). 
♦ communicating to the information broken a selection of at least one of the 
anonymity options by the user the ATS provides anonymity options to the 
consumer; because pseudo-random attributes are transmitted to the 
merchant, the transaction between the consumer and merchant will be 
anonymous. Pseudo-random attributes include the card number, name, 
billing zip code, expiration date, and purchase amount, each of which can 
be used singularly or in combination to authenticate a transaction according 
to consumer preferences, which are captured when the consumer 
establishes the agent relationship with system of the present invention (see 
Fig. 2; 0009; 0037). 
• receiving from the information broker anonymous data generated by the 
information broker the generated anonymous data based on the selected 
anonymity option and linked to a profile associated with the user; and 
merchant receives information broker (ATS) generated data that keeps the 
consumer's true data a secret from the merchant; the ATS pseudo- 
r , random numbers are generated based on the consumer's profile (see at 
least 0009; 0050); 

anonymous address associated with a delivery service, including a 
' \ ; code associated with user's delivery address teaches consumer data (i.e. 
a profile) stored by the ATS comprising name, credit card number, 
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expiration date, billing zip code, address, social security number, and 
telephone number to establish the consumer's identity within the ATS, 
converting consumer data into pseudo-random numbers, and further 
teaches the ATS providing the anonymous data to the merchant after the 
merchant requests the consumer's credit card number, name and shipping 
address (see at least 0041 and 0045). 
: r • populating without user interaction, at least one field of the order form with 
the received anonymous data, wherein the user anonymously initiates the 
on-line transaction with the merchant using the populated order form. 
after a consumer selects goods or services to purchase from the network, 
the consumer can obtain an anonymous credit card, and proceed 
through the steps indicated by blocks 65, 70, 75, 80, and 85 of FIG. 3, or 
the process may be streamlined such that the ATS automatically receives 
the transaction information directly from the merchant (see 0050); 
Additionally, a cookie located on the consumer computer is used to update 
or provide the merchant with requisite ATS information, such as the ATS's 
URL, for transaction processing, such that the entire transaction between 
the merchant and ATS is facilitated through communications which are 
virtually invisible to the consumer (see 0047). 
• wherein the generated anonymous data includes a single use transaction 
number that is associated with the user's credit card account 
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a card can be configured so that each card number can only be used for 
one transaction, thus creating in essence a single use credit card. Thus, 
even if the anonymous card attributes were intercepted by a third party 
during a transaction, the third party would be unable to use the 
anonymous card, due to the card being active for only one use (see 0039). 
Alternatively, a card could also be configured so that only a specific 
number of transactions per month, week or day would be allowed (see 
0039). 

• wherein the generated anonymous data includes an alias name that 
substitutes for the user's legal name. 
i!^^ h ; Pseudo-random attributes include the consumer's name (see at least 
1 V / abstract; 0009; 0037). Please note: pseudo-random attribute serves the 

same function as an alias for the consumer's true identity. 
Brody teaches all the above as noted under the 103(a) rejection and teaches 
Vy^protecting, but not limiting to: a consumer's name, credit card number, and 
shipping address for purchased goods delivery. Brody further teaches (see 
0033): 

; "since the ATS may be a partner of a financial lending institution, the consumer may open 
a new credit card account with the partner of the ATS. Under this concept, the ATS and the 
4 '% partnering or affiliate bank would open a new credit account for a registered consumer using 
the ATS. A dynamic mapping of anonymous card attributes could be made to the new 
account. Using the mappings to the ATS/affiliate bank account would only require a credit 
v i : . payment transaction to traverse the system a single time, potentially reducing the cost of 
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1 processing the transaction for the ATS, bank, and consumer. This implementation may 
require more sophisticated relationships and hardware and/or software, due to the fact that 
the anonymous card attributes are not wholly maintained within the ATS, which is accessed 

" v . by the bank (as in the previous embodiment), but rather maintained in a new account 

<{ ■ ■ 

established by both the ATS and bank (or similar entity). This new account could be local or 
' / non-local to the bank or ATS, and as a result, increased costs may be incurred to maintain 
this embodiment." 

Please note: distribution of anonymous data between the ATS and partner bank 

^ ; f establishes two information brokers. 

; v Although Brody does not disclose which anonymous card attributes are 
managed by the ATS affiliated bank, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at time the invention was made that the bank stored the 

* c £&r£ : ' 'anonymous credit card attributes pertaining to the consumer's credit card 
\ '° " -account, in order to facilitate only requiring a credit payment transaction to 
traverse the system a single time to potentially reduce transaction cost. 
V t Although Brody does not disclose a third information broker, it would have 
"X %s \^X;^been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time the invention was made to 
ascertain anonymous card attributes could be distributed among multiple ATS 
business partners in the supply chain, in order to potentially reduce transaction 

/ ^. >, cost. For example, merchants typically rely on a package delivery service or 

<■ v v ^carrier to deliver the purchased goods, wherein the delivery service could 
manage the consumer's anonymous card attributes pertaining to shipping 
address. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Robert M. Pond whose telephone number is 
571-272-6760. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:30PM. 
$ ^ If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Mr. Jeff Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 



^ assigned is 571-273-8300. 
■ ;;if / < llnformation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
'.^ o^r Status'? information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
>. v prily. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 

direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll- 
■:.;; ;v v.--r;v^free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
. r ; Z'~'. Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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^Robert M. Pond 
Primary Examiner 
August 2, 2007 



